Morld Peace

- Through Design

. lﬂaz.ud Kawasaki, 60, is a leading Japanese
%ﬁtﬁJstnal designer who has worked on a variety

pri::ducts ranging from eyewear to ar’[IfICIa|J__..-"£
hearts Today Kawasaki, a professor at Osaké

Unwersnys graduate school, represents “Cool

Japan" inv theﬂeld of design. o

“It is a major ‘mistake to-look on demgn as art.
The essence of design is that it is an interdisciplin-
ary line of work that involves science and technol-
ogy, the economy and art,” expounds Kawasaki.
He has so far designed about 580 items, such as
audio equipment, kitchen knives, stationery prod-
ucts, watches, glasses, wheelchairs, computers,
medical equipment, artificial hearts, vaccination
syringes and isotope batteries.

What do these products have in common?
They share the high-level functionality
and performance that are the hallmark
of Kawasaki's design prowess—not to
mention something that has landed
him numerous prizes both at home
and abroad. He has also designed
several products that are housed
permanently around the world at vari-
ous facilities, such as the Museum of
Modern Art in New York.

Kawasaki, who suffered from heart
disease, has acquired a Ph.D. in medi-
cal science. In partnership with the
University of Tokyo, he is currently
developing a new type of total artificial

018 Highlighting JAPAN thrcuah irages

/ heart, code-named KAWASAKI G5-MODEL.

"Japan needs to help solve various global prob-
lems through design,” says Kawasaki, a man who
believes in and has put forth the idea of working
to establish world peace through design. One
specific example of his peace-keeping design
(PKD) is a comprehensive vaccine system. The
system uses a folding needle to extract the
vaccine. The needle locks after use to prevent
contaminated needles from being reused.

Moving ahead, he plans to focus on the
design of artificial organs, robots and nuclear
power equipment,
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